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he  search  for  oral  scienceOral Science International (OSI) is the ofﬁcial journal of the
apanese Stomatological Society (JSS). The JSS is one of the special-
st medical societies of the Japanese Association of Medical Science
JAMS).
The predecessor association of the Japanese Stomatological
ociety started out in Tokyo in 1913 with physicians and dentists
ho worked at the Department of Dentistry or Oral and Maxillofa-
ial Surgery in Medical Schools National University. Between 1951
nd 1970, some of these departments developed into dental schools
n the national universities.
After  the JSS was founded in Tokyo in 1918, there was an annual
eeting every year and the journals, the ﬁrst to vol. 25 no. 73, were
ssued from 1919 to 1943. Unfortunately, however, these were
nterrupted for several years during the Second World War. The
SS resumed its regular activities, and the annual meeting has been
eld in different places since the ﬁrst meeting in Osaka in 1947. The
ournal of the Japanese Stomatological Society has been published
egularly 4, 5, 6, and 4 times every year in 1952–1988, 1989–1998,
999–2003, and 2004–present, respectively.
The purpose of the JSS is to promote knowledge of oral science
nd unity in the Stomatological Society. The JSS was incorporated
s a non-proﬁt organization in 2004, and we launched the ﬁrst issue
f the English journal, Oral Science International, in the same year
o encourage and foster young and potential researchers and clini-
ians in the ﬁelds of dentistry and oral science around the world.
It  is important to understand that oral science is a part of
ife science but its specialty is to study the oral and maxillofacial
egion. It is an interdisciplinary, applied science related to dentistry,
edicine, molecular and cellular biology, chemistry, developmen-
al biology, neurobiology, physiology, immunology, microbiology,
iomaterials, and engineering. The oral and maxillofacial structure,
hich has a complex origin arising from a number of head elements,
onsists of soft tissues including facial and masticatory muscles and
ard tissues including jaw bones and teeth. Congenital abnormal-
ties including cleft lip and palate often occur, and so studies on
ormal and abnormal face development during the embryonic and
etal periods are important.
348-8643/$ – see front matter ©  2011 Japanese Stomatological Society. Published by Els
oi:10.1016/S1348-8643(11)00008-5The principal functions involving the oral structures are degluti-
tion, mastication, gestation, respiration, speech, and head posture.
Saliva secreted from salivary glands into the oral cavity functions to
moisten the mouth, initiate digestion, and to maintain oral health.
These functions are regulated by sensory-motor nerves, which have
been demonstrated by physiology and brain research. In addi-
tion to cleft lip and palate, the major diseases affecting the oral
and maxillofacial regions include dental caries, gingivostomatitis,
periodontal disease, candidiasis, bacterial and viral infection, oral
cancer, salivary gland tumors, jaw bone fracture, dislocated jaw,
and trigeminal neuralgia. These conditions can damage any struc-
tures and functions of the mouth. Etiology, pathogenesis, diagnosis,
prevention, and treatment are also covered by the ﬁeld of oral sci-
ence.
We welcome the submission of papers on all basic and clinical
aspects related to oral health and diseases. Contributions can be
made by both members and non-members of the JSS.
Since  2004, OSI has been published by Hitotsubashi-Insatsu,
a  publisher, and supported by the Japan Science and Technology
Information Aggregator, Electronic (J-STAGE), developed by the
Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST). In order to promote
internationalization of OSI, this year we moved to a new online
platform: ScienceDirect of Elsevier, a modern publishing company
with over 20,000 products for educational and professional science
healthcare communities worldwide. This change is expected to lead
to further development of OSI as well as the JSS.
Finally, I would like to ask all of you, members of the JSS, mem-
bers of the editorial board, and readers, to contribute to and support
OSI.
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